RIPSAW Contracting
Husband and wife team
bring years of experience to home
remodeling business
By Eric Hodies

B

esides impressing friends, a stylish new
kitchen instantly raises the value of a
home and creates a more effective and
welcoming cooking and dining area, for
family and guests alike. A new bathroom
remodel with fresh tile, a swank, modern vanity, and
up-to-date tub also raises a home’s value, and brightens
mornings 365 days a year. Sometimes, all it takes is a
fresh coat of paint or new windows to help a family
achieve the home of their dreams.
For these projects and more, it’s important to partner
with a top-tier home remodeler that delivers work on
time and within budget. Steve and Debbie Wyatt are the
husband and wife duo behind RIPSAW Contracting.
They know how to deliver value while taking the
guesswork out of often complicated projects.
“When someone calls us for a remodeling job,
they’re entrusting us with enhancing the value of their
home,” Debbie points out. “It’s our job to tailor fit the
project to their unique tastes and personal style.”
“Home remodeling can be involved and intricate,
so it’s important that we make the process easy and
enjoyable,” Steve adds.
A Class A licensed, insured, and OSHA certified
business, RIPSAW is the local expert at providing
whole house renovations, including kitchen and
bath renovations, replacement windows, siding, and
roofing. Married for 28 years, Steve and Debbie have
a combined 30 years of experience in construction and
home renovation. Though building their own company
is the culmination of a dream many years in the making,
RIPSAW is also bittersweet for Steve and Debbie.
“Sadly, we lost our son, Steve Jr., in June of 2011
when he was only 22,” Debbie shares. “RIPSAW stands
for Rest in Peace Steve Alan Wyatt. He had worked
for us at times, and he may have followed us into this
business, which we named in his honor. He would have
loved the whole idea of his family owning this company.
RIPSAW is the only positive circumstance that emerged

from our family’s personal tragedy.”
Steve grew up in Smithfield and
Debbie was raised in Suffolk, but
Debbie and Steve Wyatt, co-owners of RIPSAW Contracting, were led to
both fell into the home remodeling
entrepreneurship by their love of remodelling
business from different ends.
Debbie gained experience through a number of
and Debbie were enthusiastic about helping us get just
administrative jobs in the construction industry, while
what we wanted, with patience and efficiency and a
Steve began framing houses while still in high school.
real desire to get the jobs just right.”
“Over the years, I went up the ranks, beginning as
“I had three bathrooms remodeled and RIPSAW
a laborer and rising to become the regional project
worked tirelessly to complete every step of these
manager for a major home renovation company,
projects with the utmost of detail and perfection,”
with stops along the way. I was a carpenter, a multiColonel T.P. Brennan (Ret.) points out. “The finished
family construction framer, a quality controller, and a
results exceeded our expectations. RIPSAW definitely
earned our trust and gratitude.”
superintendent,” Steve recalls. “I was able to hone my
Consultations are free, and customers can receive a
skills in a wide array of specialties, and I learned from
3-D graphic of their project to help understand exactly
the best. I was also able to recognize what I had a real
how the finished remodel will appear. “Envisioning
passion for doing. While I found framing houses to be
all the little details is important, so the 3-D tool helps
rewarding, for example, I realized that once you have
keep our customers’ vision on track,” Debbie explains.
the skills to frame one house, the next house isn’t much
Debbie is EPA lead-certified which ensures that
different. I’d rather be remodeling and renovating. No
RIPSAW follows standard work practices in jobs that
two jobs are ever the same, so it’s far more interesting
disturb lead paint. “There are large fines for work that
and challenging.”
is not performed in accordance with the law, so we
want to stay abreast of the requirements,” she notes.
“When someone calls us for a remodeling
Though RIPSAW predominantly works on family
job, they’re entrusting us with enhancing
homes, one recent and happy customer was a local
church. “Debbie’s dad attends Smithfield Christian, a
the value of their home. It’s our job
small church with few resources that was in need of
to tailor fit the project to their unique
replacement windows on the front of their building,”
tastes and personal style.”
Steve says. “The church paid for the materials and we
donated our labor. It was a good deal for everyone.”
—Debbie Wyatt
Steve and Debbie’s charitable efforts support the
Nansemond-Suffolk and Bennett’s Creek Rescue
It was late in 2012 that Debbie began the process
Squads. In addition, they sponsor the annual Out of
of creating RIPSAW. “I put the business licenses,
the Darkness Community Walk held at Mt. Trashmore,
sweatshirts with the RIPSAW logo, and the checkbooks
which assists and promotes the American Foundation
for the business into a box and presented it to Steve for
for Suicide Prevention.
Christmas,” Debbie reflects.
Working together seamlessly is clearly a major reason
“Around that time, the company I was working for
for Steve and Debbie’s success at RIPSAW. “We grew
had decided to stop servicing the
up only 10 minutes apart, and now here we are working
on our own business,” Steve says with a smile. “We
Hampton Roads community,”
have a lot of fun, and there’s plenty of kidding around.
Steve adds. “So when that job
When someone asks if Debbie swings a hammer, I joke
came to an end, I spent one day
that it’s only when she’s swinging it at me!”
pausing at home, then hit the
ground running for RIPSAW.
Debbie already had everything in
place, and we haven’t stopped or
even slowed down since.”
Working from their office
conveniently
located
on
Carrollton Boulevard, RIPSAW
has customers from Smithfield
to Virginia Beach raving about
their experiences.
Bob Buie
of Smithfield felt compelled to
share his experience after several
RIPSAW
remodeling
jobs.
“We’ve been more than pleased
with the finished products,” he
states. “They cleaned up so well
15280 Carrollton Blvd., Carrollton
you couldn’t even tell they’d been
there. And although we added a
(757) 758-2050
few things to our list at the last
The team at RIPSAW have the skills and expertise to handle any job,
minute that took extra days, Steve
www.ripsawcon.com
like this remodeled kitchen

